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Executive Summary: A Clash of Economies
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Neurotypical brains process the world like a prism, intuitively Autistic brains process the world like a laser, utilizing absolute
scattering a single input into a spectrum of relative meanings thinking to zero in on the precise, intrinsic, and invariant
based on the unspoken social environment. properties of a stimulus itself.

Understanding this neuro-cognitive divergence shifts our focus from fixing a blindness to bridging a clash of
communicative economies, fostering genuine neuro-harmony. S sar




The Science: Predictive Coding & HIPPEA

The Text Synthesis 1. The Predictive Engine 2. HIPPEA 3. The Result

Structural Label
The brain constantly balances sensory High, Inflexible Precision of Prediction Errors in Autism. The brain treats every situation as structurally
input against prior models. In autism, this Autistic brains assign high weight to sensory input novel, forcing a reliance on the absolute properties
balance functions differently at a rather than overriding it with assumed contextual of a stimulus rather than its relative, context-
sub-second neurological level. models (Lawson, Mathys & Rees, 2017). dependent meaning.
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The Autlstlc Experience: Dlsclpllned Seeing
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“It's not that | can’t read the room.
It’s a refusal to collude with the
subtle choreography of hierarchy

_H - silence means consent. It's catching -
the seam, the inconsistency right in |

ff?v']" Blindness plain view that others miss because igf’"tex}
O ViSsion | : overeign
P | they are too busy nodding along.” gnty
What clinical literature | Autistic directness isn't
labels blindness is — The Autistic Lived Experience an absence of context; it
experienced internally | — - is a prioritization of a

- | different layer of context:

- | regularity, anomaly

' | detection, and absolute

‘ rule-consistency.
|

as a commitment to
structural clarity over
ambiguous social
conventions.




Common Misconceptions: The Clash of Economies

The Neurotypical Economy | The Autistic Economy

E

Myth: Poor Perspective-Taking

Privileges reading between the lines;
i expects face-saving and subtle flattery.

\ Reality: Refusal of Flattery
| Ré:e;am&-t-ed. as ! Autistic honesty underperforms on tests that

penalize saying exactly what is meant
(Ishikawa et al., 2017).

.

Myth: Literalism is a Deficit

Relying heavily on unspoken hierarchy,
euphemism, and double-speak.

Reality: Clarity as Respect

| He-evalﬁated as Demanding clarity is an insistence on equal
----- - - P / footing in meaning-making, refusing the
obfuscation of hierarchy.

Myth: Change-Blindness

Attention prioritizes social centrality, scene
gist, and the majority salience map.

N Reality: Ecological Validity
e Sl ab Hyper-attention to detail is a protective asset for |
- hazard detection, prioritizing the invariant

)/ relations that hold the physical world together.




Clinical Recognition: The Diagnostic Lens

The Iceberg of Assessment

Stubbornness \

What Clinicians
See

What the Brain
is Doing

Inappropriate
/ emotional reactions

Missing the joke
=

— HIPPEA (High Precision
of Prediction Errors)

*—___ One-to-one absolute
stimulus association

coded salience map

The Emotional Context Trap

Traditional emotion recognition training fails
because it isolates faces. Autistic individuals
process tears absolutely (sadness), leading to
clinical confusion when they misinterpret
someone crying from joy (winning the lottery).

The ABA Pitfall

Techniques enforcing “appropriate”
contextual responses often merely punish
autistic clarity until the individual performs
the expected ambiguity, rather than teaching
genuine contextual navigation (Heflin &
Alberto, 2001).




Practical Strategies: A Bifurcated Action Plan

Environmental Adaptations (For Allies)
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(Univers)
Start social skills discussions from the context
(where/when), not the skill (what/how). Clarify

shifting rules explicitly.

Eiz. Externalize the Unspoken ?

-

(Univers)

Make invisible social rules visible. Do
not rely on “reading the room" or
implied hierarchical gestures.

3. Model Flexible Thinking )

(Univers)
Narrate real-time pivots out loud

(e.g., "It is raining, so the park rule
changes to an indoor rule”).

——

Self-Advocacy Tools (For Autistic Individuals)

1 | Design Your Environment

(Univers)

Leverage “weak central coherence” as a design asset (Dong
& Heylighen, 2018). Actively titrate sensory load to preserve
cognitive bandwidth for processing.

2 | Scripting by Context

(Univers)

Develop discrete internal scripts tied to specific physical
environments rather than attempting to apply generic social
rules globally.

3 | Advocate for Clarity

(Univers)

Assert Context Sovereignty—the fundamental right to
demand direct communication without navigating
neurotypical double-speak.




The Malaysian Context: The High-Context Collision

Unspoken Hierarchies

Collectivism

Boundary Friction

Univers)

he autistic focus on explicit rules
over social fluidity heavily
intersects with collectivist concepts
like jaga tepi kain (communal
intervention vs minding one's
business), making absolute
processing feel socially
transgressive.

¢ Unspoken
£) Hierarchy

"~ (Univers)

Autistic ‘context refusal’ is frequently
misread locally as a lack of budi
(respect/character) or a failure to
observe the subtle power dynamics
embedded in honorifics (Bahasa
Malaysia).

The Implied Society

(Univers)

Southeast Asian societies operate
heavily on implied, face-saving
subtext. The autistic drive for literal
clarity clashes profoundly with these
deeply ingrained, high-context
norms.
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Connections: The Networked Brain

1. Double Empathy
Problem

Mutual misattunement is the rule.
When an absolute economy of
meaning interacts with a relative
economy, both parties experience
context blindness toward the
other's social rules.

2. Sensory Gating &
Allostatic Overload

‘Because the autistic brain
assigns high precision to
prediction errors (HIPPEA), it
cannot use context to filter out
irrelevant sensory noise, rapidly
|accelerating cognitive exhaustion.

Absolute
Context
Processing

3. Monotropism

The intense, laser-like detail-sight
requires tremendous cognitive
resources, pulling processing
power away from peripheral,
ambient social context.




Key References

Dong, A., & Heylighen, A. (2018). Central coherence and the shaping of expertise
In design: evidence from designers with autism spectrum conditions. Al

EDAM, 32(3), 321-330.
Ishikawa, M., Itakura, S., & Tanabe, H. (2017). Effects of autistic traits and context
use on social cognitions. Neurophysiol Res, 1(1), 3-11.

Lawson, R. P,, Mathys, C., & Rees, G. (2017). Adults with autism overestimate
the volatility of the sensory environment. Nature Neuroscience, 20(9),

1293-12909.

The AutSide. (n.d.). Autism and “Context Blindness:” Maybe You’re Just Not That
Interesting.

Vermeulen, P. (2015). Context Blindness in Autism Spectrum Disorder: Not Using

the Forest to See the Trees as Trees. Focus on Autism and Other
Developmental Disabilities, 30(3), 182-192.



